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Chapter 18: Venues

Operations

Control locations for AV systems in houses of worship have changed through the years, with
the increasing necessity to place the operation under manual control.

The decision to design a system with automation or manual operation must be discussed
with the client because the operation area may be significant and is ideally located amidst
the congregation. This poses both an aesthetic and seating arrangement change to the
congregation area.

Many furniture concepts have been developed to minimize the impact of this issue, including
roll-top desks or permanently designed spaces in new house of worship construction. If both
audio and video are operated, substantial space is required because the audio mixing console,
lighting control console, presentation switcher, camera controllers, and transport controllers
take up considerable table space. Other types of devices, including audio and video monitors,
technical monitors, and recording and playback devices, also may be involved in this setup.

In large houses of worship, stage crew operations may be conducted, with a producer
following the service and ensuring that the lighting, sound, and visuals are orchestrated. Other
technical devices aid in this effort, including wireless intercoms and production booths.

At a minimum, the technical operations of smaller houses of worship should be simplified with
an AV control system. This system ties together the components and subsystems and presents
a simple direct interface to the user. This customized interface may be as simple as a wall
plate or as sophisticated as a touch panel. The design of the control system should be carefully
discussed with the client.

Subsystems

Besides the main part of a house of worship (e.g., sanctuary), many ancillary spaces also
must be considered for AV implementation. These spaces include carillons, nurseries,
fellowship halls, crying rooms, and other rooms that require AV equipment.

Some larger houses of worship include extensive recording and production facilities as well, to
the extent that they can be considered as performing arts centers in addition to worship
centers. AV designers have many challenges in determining the cabling pathways throughout
the entire building to support these other spaces. Signal strength, power and grounding issues,
and interference from lighting and heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning (HVAC) equipment
must be considered in all of these cases.
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